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GENERAL PREFACE

The teaching of the prophets 15 generally distorted by
the beliefs of the world and the interpretations of the priests
If we wish to ascertan what the founders of great rehgions
taught, we have to get back to the original sources

Buddhism 1n all its forms goes back to the life and teaching
of the Buddha While the austerities practised by hmm till
he attained enhghtenment appeal to the Hinayana, the Pah,
or the Southern school, his Iife of service and compassion for
45 years after the attamment of enhghtenment 18 the authority
for the Mahdyana, the Sanskrit or the Northern school

The religious quest springs from the consciousness of the
mperfection and suffermg of the world  The questions which
worried Tolstoy 1n the fiftieth year of his Iife disturb all think-
mng men ‘“What 1s Iife » Why should I hive » Why should
I do anythmng ? Is there any meaning in life that can over-
come mevitable death” ? Nymzky summed up the whole
problem in his Diary when he wrote ‘““The whole life of my
wife and of all mankind 1s death > How can we be saved from
the body of this death ? Thus 1s the problem of rehgion

The Buddha traces suffering to selfish desire Suffering
1s the result of tension between a living creature’s essential
mmpulse to try to make itsell mto the centie of the umiverse
and 1ts essential dependence on the rest of creation Craving
1s that which binds the individual to the creative process
The mdividual with selfish desire becomes the slave of the
universe We can overcome suffering only if we get nid of
trsni or tanhd To attempt to get nd of suffering through
the various devices of self-deception 15 not to cease to suffer
but to suffer i a different way

The Buddha formulates the eight-fold path of morality
which helps us to elummnate selfish desire and overcome suffer-
mng When the Upamsads declare, “That thou art”, tat tvam
ast, 1t 18 not a mere statemept of fact, It 1s a call to achon,



n GENERAL PREFACE

Make thyself that which thou know thou canst be Whereas
the Hindu nund believes mn 2 permanent element in the
individual which can stand firm and unshakenin the mmdst of
change, the Buddhist stresses the dynamic character of the
self No change 1s possible with an unchanging conscious-
ness We can achieve the possibilities mm us by the exertion
of the will rather than by the play of the mtellect Religion
18 not a creed, but a vital process It 15 no use raithng agamnst
God or destiny when we are ourselves the authors of our dis-
grace If few are chosen, 1t 1s because few choose to be chosen
The Buddha laid stress on the creative feeedom of man The
Buddba did not encourage dependence on the supernatural
He could not concewve of a bemng capable of creating a world
for the express purpose of its creatures praimsing him The
ten veramanis or prohibitions or abstinences called dasasila
or dafa$tksdpada which the novices in the path of Buddhism
utter are givenin these words “I take upon myself the absti-
nence, (1) from destroymnglife, (2) from taking what 13 not
given, (3) from leading an unchaste Iife, (4) from speaking
untruth, (5) from gving myself to mtoxicating drugs, (6)
from eating at iwrregular hours, (7) from seemng mustcal and
dancing performances and other shows and pageants, (8)
from wearmng garlands, perfumes, unguents and other bodily
decorations, (9) from using high couches and seats, (10)

from accepting gifts of gold and silver ” 'The first five are the
Buddhist pancasila

Panatipata veramani skkhipadam samadiyam-
Admmnadand veramani sikkhdpadam samidiyami
Kamesu micchdcard veramani sikkhipadam sami-
diyanu
Musavada veramani sikkhipadam sam&diyam
Surd-merayamajja-pamadatthing

veramani sikkhdpadam samidiyam

Conflicts in the world are conflicts in the human soul enlarged
If men were at peace within themselves, the other conflicts
between nations would mevitably cease By practising the
Buddha’s paficagla we will develop patience, courage, lave
and unselfishness, The Buddha teaches us that evep m ap
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age of anxiety and violence, 1t 15 possible to gamn and mamtain
mner harmony, which 1s not at the mercy of outward circum-
stance

Nuvénam  paramam  sukham Nirvana s the highest bliss
It 15 not a negative state of anmhilation but a positive state of
Joy, consciousness grown from an unhappy to a beatific one
The Buddha does not tell us that man 15 but a bubble on the
turbulent surface of nature and that he has no destiny save to
undergo dissolutton  The Hindu affirms that man can realise
his :dentity with Brahman, the ground of all being, the Buddhist
says that man can live 1n a transfigured world where samsdra and
mrvana are one In Mahd-saccaka Sutta, the Buddha himself 15
reported to have described the supreme triumph of reaching
the goal of his quest as follows

“When this knowledge, this isight had arisen withmn
me, my heart was set free from intoxication of lusts,
set free from the ntoxication of becomngs, set free from
the intoxication of ignorance In me, thus emancipated,
there arose the certanty of that emancipation And I
come to know “Rebirth 15 at an end The higher hfe
has been fulfilled What had to be done has been
accomphshed After this present Iife there 15 no further
for this or that 'This last msight did I attamn to m
the last watch of the might Ignorance was beaten
down, mnsight arose, darkness was destroyed, the hght
came, masmuch asI was there strenuous, earnest, master
of myself ” Thus ended the struggle of six long years

The Buddha 1s said to be a physiaan Even as the phy-
sician strives to restore to health a sick man, the Buddha tries
to restore us to our normal condition If our leaders become
normal, we may be able to replace the present social order in
which division, falsehood and wviolence prevail, by a new one
m which humanity, truth and brotherhood will reign

On the occasion of the 2,500th anmiversary of the Buddha’s
parinirvana, the Government of India decided to publish
standard versions m Devaniagari script of the complete Pah
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and the Sanskrit texts of the two schools, Southern and
Northern, 1n the hope that some of the readers of these books
may be impelled to love the good, to practise altruism and
hold their spirit aloef from the desires and ambitions of the
world

S Radhakrishnan



INTRODUCTION
1 The Pal: Tipitaka

After the passing away of the Buddha at Kusinard, the
disciples had assembled to pay thewr last homage to him
The Venerable Maha Kassapa, the chief of the congregation,
was delivering words of consolation to the bereaved assembly,
reminding them of the declaration of the Buddha —*“It 13
the very nature of all things near and dear to us that we
must divide ourselves from them > Subhadra, a monk who
had recewved o:dmation m an advanced age, however, did
not look gloomy He took a perverted view of the situation
and spoke—“Do not grieve, brothers, for now we are definitely
released from the restramnt of the Great Teacher and his
too rigid disciphne While the Teacher lived, we were cons-
tantly rebuked for failling to observe the hard rules, but, now
we are at liberty to do as we please, therefore, do not grieve
These words sounded a note of waining agamst the future
possible distortion of the Dhamma at the hands of faithless
members of a similar category The Venerable Mah3 Kassapa
felt an urgent need for convening a Grand Council of the
leading Elders of the Sangha to make a full collection of the
teachings, and also to adopt means for their right preservation
and transmussion to posterity He addressed the Bhukkhus thus —
“Coome, friends, let us chant together the Dhamma and the
Vinaya * The Venerable Maha Kassapa drew a list of five
hundied names of the topmost disciples to be appomted as
members of the Council At first, the name of the Venerable
Ananda was left out in view of the fact that he had not attamed
Arahatahood till then But, as no one else in the Sangha had
the privilege of listening to the Teacher so very closely and
for such a long period of time, his participation was deemed
necessary and important He was, consequently, asked to
go to a switable abode and develop msight, so as to become an
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Arahata and be able in time to jomn the Councill King Ajita-
sattu made necessary arrangements for the accommodation
and convenience of the convention at Rajagaha, a favourite
resort of the Teacher himself A spacious beautiful pavilion
was rased for the meeting at the entrance of the Sattapanni
cave, on the northern side of the Vebhara Hill

Venerable Ananda made the best efforts to tramn himself
in developing msight He kept walking up and down for the
whole night absorbed 1n deep meditation, and, early mn the
morning, as he was gomg to stretch himself on the bed, his
feet had left the ground and the head had not reached the
pillow, at that moment, as if by a flash of light, darkness was
dispelled and the subhume light of sant-hood dawned upon
him  And, through his nuraculous superhuman power of an
Arahata, he appeared all of a sudden on hisappomted seat in
the hall, as1f emerging out of the ground, exactly as the proceed-
Ings were gomg to be started

With the permmussion of the Sangha, Venerable Maha
Kassapa asked Upah questions on Vinaya, relating to the
different monastic transgressions, the matter, the occasion,
the mdividuals concerned, the principal rules (pafifiatti), the
amended rules (anupaiifiattr) and all other details about them
In this, the Vinaya text was agreed upon and settled 'Then,
again, with the permussion of the Sangha, he asked Ananda
questions on the Dhamma, the occasion of a sermon and the
person or persons with reference to whom 1t was preached 2

The commentary, Atthakathi, of a much later date,
assumes that the Abhidhamma Pitaka was also mcluded 1n the
collection of the Dhamma, and that the Tipitaka, as it 1s
available to us, was finalised at this very stage 2

A century after the passing away of the Buddha, a great
controversy arose in the Sangha concerning the Interpretation
of some Vinaya rules This necessitated the holding of the
Second Clouncil at Vesili Seven hundred leading Elders

1 Cullavagga, Chapter x1 2 Sumangalanlasini,
Mdanakatha
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from distant parts of the country assembled to take part
m 1t, and they had drawn up a new edition of the Scripture,
resulting 1n the fixing up of the Pitakas, Nikdyas, Angas and
Dhammakkhandhas *

A century after, when King Asoka embraced Buddhism
and gave patronage to its propagation, ithe richlv furmshed
monasteries became centres of attraction even for the members
of other sects They donned the yellow robe, either by proper
ordination or stealthily, and went about as Bhikkhus enjoying
the privileges and honour given to them They could not,
however, leave therr own inchnations behind, and began to
twist and distort the Doctrine in their own ways This led to
a state of confusion, and 1t became difficult to distinguish the
true principles from the coloured ones The Elders felt the
necessity of safeguarding the purity of the Dhamma by affect-
ing a total purge of the alien elements mn the philosophical
Iife of the Sangha  This task was entrusted to the Venerable
Moggaliputta Tissa, a saint, a thinker and a writer He com-
piled a book called the Kathavatthu, 1efuting all the foreign
theories, which was adopted as a book of the Tipitaka at the
Third Council held at Pataliputta under his presidentship
After the council, Asoka despatched mussionaries to the then
cwvilised parts of the world for a wide propagation of the
Dhamma 2

Prince Mahinda and Princess Sanghamitti renounced
the world and jomned the Order to lead a mussion to Sihaladipa
(Ceylon) Since then, the island became a stronghold of
Buddhism, and, even up to this day, has mamtamed the
tradition of Pali Tipitaka with all religious zeal 3

Up till then, the Tipitaka was traditionally handed down
orally from teachers to pupis The complete Scripture was
compiled 1 the form of books for the first time m Ceylon
29B C, under the patronage of king Vattagimam Abhaya,
with all the detailed classifications that are now obtained 1n
the Pali Tipitaka of the Theravada School This was done

1 Cullavagga, Chapter X1 2 Mahdvamsa, chapter v
3 Mahavamsa, op cit
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at the Clouncil convened for the purpose, known as the Fourth
Great Council*

The Fifth Counci, according to orthodox tradition,
was held at Mandlay, Upper Burma, m 1871, under the patro-
nage of king Mindon  In this Council the entire Pah Tipitaka
was revised, re-edited and finally engraved on 729 marble
slabs as follows?—

Vinaya 111 slabs
Sutta 410 slabs
Abhidhamma 208 slabs

Now, 1n this present age, there was the necessity of
bringmg out an upto-date edition of the Tipitaka, printed on
modern machines 'This task was taken up by the Burmese
Chattha-sangiyana, the Sixth Great Council, held m Rangoon,
which opened on the 17th May, 1954 m the artificially bualt
Rock Cave, specially constructed for this purpose, at a hitle
distance from the city Two thousand and five hundred of
the most erudite Bhikkhus, from all parts of the world, parti-
cpated m chanting the Tipitaka together A modern print-
Ing press was mstalled in a separate building, and there the
texts were printed as soon as they recerved the sanction of
the Sangdyana The Council kept functioning for two years,
and concluded on the fullmoon day, May 1956, synchronising
with the 2500th Jayant: of the Buddha

In Ceylon, Burma, Thailand and Cambodia the principal
religion of the people 15 Theravada Buddhism, that adheres
to Pal1 Tipitaka asits Scripture  There, they have been having
editions of 1t 1n their own scripts  Pali Text Society, London,
has been able to complete the publication of a major portion
of it in Roman characters  But, as yet, 1t 1s not fully available
m any script of India

It 15 with a view to removing this want that the Govern-
ment of India and the State Government of Bihar have jomtly
sanctioned a scheme of editing and publishing the entire Pali

1 Mahavamsa, chapter X-xxur 2 &g ad % Yoo TN,
g, p 35
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Tipitaka 1 Devandgaii, which will be complete in 40 volumes
of about 400 pages each  This task has been entrusted to
the Devanagari Tripitaka Publication Department, Nalanda
It aims at presenting a co-ordimnated edition of the text based on
the printed books 1n Roman, Sinhalese, Burmese and Stamese
scripts

The following chari will show the distribution of books
m the hiterature —

TIPITAKA
Vinaya Pitaka  Sutta Pitaka  Ablidhamma Pitaka
Mahavagga 1 Dighanikiya 1 Dhammasangani
Cullavagga 2 Majjhimanikdya 2 Vibhanga
Pacitiya 3 Samyuttamkdya 3 Dhatukatha
Parajika 4  Anguttaramkdya 4 Puggalapaififiaiti
Parivara 5 Khuddakanikdya, 5 XKathavatthu
which contams the 6 Yamaka
following fifteen 7 Patthana
books —
1 Khuddakapatha
n Dhammapada
w1 Udéana
w  Iuvuttaka
v Suttanipdta
vi  Vimanavatthu
vii Petavaithu
vin Theragatha
ix Therigatha
x Jataka
x1  Niddesa
xu Patisambhidamagga
xu1 Apadana
x1v Buddhavamsa &
xv Carnyapitaka

O B GO N

2 The Present Volume

There are altogether 2941 Suttas mn the Samyutta
Nikiya, classed m fifty-six divisions (called Samyuttas), grouped
mn five parts (called Vaggas), as under —
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13
14
15
16

22
23
24
25
26
27
28

35
36
37

38
39

45
46
47
48
49
50

INTRODUCTION

(I) Sagatha Vagga

Devatad Samyutta 7 Brahmana Samyutta
Devaputta Samyutta 8 Vangisa Samyutta
Kosala Samyutta 9 Vana Samyutta
Maira Samyutta 10 Yakkha Samyutta

Bhikkhuni Samyutta 11 Sakka Samyutta
Brahma Samyutta

(IT) Ndana Vagga

Nidana Samyutta 17 Labhasakkira Samyutta
Abhisamaya Samyutta 18 Rahula Samyutta
Dhitu Samyutta 19 Lakkhana Samyutta
Anamatagga Samyutta 20 Opamma Samyutta,
Kassapa Samyutta 21 Bhikkhu Samyutta

(IIT) Khandha Vagga

Khandha Samyutta 29 Nizga Samyutta

Radha Samyutta 30 Supanna Samyutta

Ditth: Samyutta 31 Gandhabbakiya Samyutta
Okkanta Samyutta 32 Valahaka Samyutta

Uppada Samyutta 83 Vacchagotta Samyutta
Kilesa Samyutta 34 Jhana Samyutta
Sariputta Samyutta

(IV) Saldpatana Vagga

Saldyatana Samyutta 40 Moggallana Samyutta
Vedana Samyutta 41 Citta Samyutta
Matugama Samyutta 42 Giamamn Samyutta

Jambukhadaka Samyutta 43 Asankhata Samyutta
Samandaka Samyutta 44 Abyiakata Samyutta

(V) Mahi Vagga

Magga Samyutta 51 Iddhipada Samyutta
Bojshanga Samyutta 52 Anuruddha Samyutta
Satipatthana Samyutta 53 Jhana Samyutta
Indriya Samyutta 54 Anzpina Samyutta

Sammappadhana Samyutta 55 Sotapatti Samyutta &
Bala Samyutta 96 Sacca Samyutta
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There are still further divisions and classifications n
these Samyuttas, but, as they are of minor importance, here
1t 15 not necessary to go mto their details

The followmng 15 an out-line of these Vaggas—

1 SAGATHAVAGGA

The very name of this Vagga shows that the simgularity
of 1t consists m having Suttas that contain Gathas or stanzas
m them The Suttas generally open by giving a description
i prose of the particular occasions related to them Then
there follows a querry or a series of them put m stanzas to
the Buddha or to a disciple by a spirit or a human bemng, to
which adequate answers are given in parallel stanzas ‘There
are altogether 271 Suttas mn this Vagga The followng 1s
a brief introduction to some of them—

Oghatarana Sutta—A certain god enquired how did the
Blessed One cross the flood The Buddha said—“Friend,
nerther hy bemng stull nor by over-exertion This 15 how I
crossed the flooa  If I had been still, I would have sunk down,
and 1f T had made an over exertion, I would have been carried
astray > Thus, in a figurative way, the efficacy of the Middle
Path has been shown (11 1)

Jata Sutta—This Sutta 18 important from a philosophical
pomnt of view A god asked the Buddha— “There are tangles
within, there are tangles without, the bemgs are badly
entangled i these tangles I ask you, O Gotama, who can
untangle these tangles” ? The Buddha said—“The wise man
discrete and self-controlled, semng fear m the bondage of the
world, established m the purity of conduct, developing con-
centration and msight may indeed untangle these tangles ”
(123 29)

Acarya Buddhaghosa has written his famous book
on Buddhist Yoga, the Visuddhimagga, as an elaboration of
these very two stanzas that were given to him by the
Bhikkhu-Sangha of Lanka as a test to his knowledge of the
Dhamma
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Sara Sutta—It gves a description of Nibbana in the
following words—‘“The stream ceases to flow where water
carth and air function not, there the whirlpool whuls not,
there itself both nund and matter come to a final cessation ”

(127 33)

Sakalika Sutta—It refers to the occasion when the
Blessed One was hurt by the splinter of a stone huiled at him
by Devadatta, and he was bleeding profusely The Blessed
One was bearing the pam of 1t with a vigilent calmness At
1t, the gods, present at the place, compared him to a lion, to
an elephant, to a high bred horse and to a bull (1 38 50)

It seems that 1t was on the basis of this that these animals
were accepted as the symbols of Buddhist arts, now available
on the famous lion-capital of the Asokan piller of Sarnath

Arahant Sutta—A philosophical distinction has been made
between the two grades of truth—the conventioral and the
ultmate The common man of the woild takes the conven-
tional usage as a reality and breeds attachment towards it
The Arahant,on the other hand, who has dispelled all ignorance,
realises the nature of the conventional and is not deluded
It has been said—

“He has no complex in him whose egotism has been
eradicated  All of his pride and fetters have been ended
He, the wise, has risen above all attachment No doubt, he
say>—I say’ or ‘It1s saud to me’, but it 1s nothing more than
a conventional usage to him > (125 31)

Candima Sutta—This Sutta gives an evidence of the tradi-
tional conception of eclipse mn Buddhist mythology The
demon Rahu had caught hold of tne god Candima, who took
the refuge of the Blessed One for safety Rahu had to release
Candima as ordered by the Buddha (29 13)

Satta Jatila Sutta—It refers to the practice of monk’s
garb bemng used by the government spies going abroad amongst
the public for mvestigation Once a number of monks and
mendicants, i the different sectarian manners, were passing
by on the road hefore the mansion of Migiramats where the
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king Pasenad1 of Kosala had arrived to pay his respect to the
Blessed One At first, the king did homage to them, taking
them to be liberated saints, but soon after he leaint that they
were none else but his own spies (3 11 27)

Donapika Sutta—It refers to an advice given by the
Buddha to Pasend: to practise moderation m food This
helped him 1mn getting rid of the excess of weight and having a
normal healthy slim body (3 13 34)

Safigima Sutta—This acquaints us with the then strained
pohitical relations between Magadha and Kosala  Occasional
battles were raged between them i connecttion with the
state of Kasi Some times one was defeated and some tumes
the other (314 36 & 315 40)

Mallhki Sutta—Queen Mallhki was blessed with a
daughter The news was whispered mnto the ear of king Pasenad:
by a messenger while he was sitting m the piesence of the
Buddha The king felt depressed atit The Buddha taught
that 1t 1s not proper to feel like 1t at the birth of a daughter,
for, even a girl may attain to the same exalted status that a boy
may do Moreover, she may give birth to a great and glorious
son (316 43)

Aputtaka Sutta —This gives the story of a childless nuser,
who had died leaving behind a vast treasure of wealth  While
he lived he took the coarsest food and 1ode the poorest car
King Pasenads reported to the Buddha that he had transferied
all of his wealth to the royal treasury The Buddha compared
the wealth of such a man to the lake that 1 inhabited by demons,
which none can make use of (31949& 32051)

Pinga Sutta—The Blessed One went out begging alms
in the village Paficasala in Magadha, but could not get even
a gramn of food (418 24)

Godbika Sutta—It refers to the suicide commutted by
Bhikkhu Godhika The Buddha declared that he had attamned
Arahantahood (4 23 29)

Bikkhuni Samyutta—This consists of Suttas connected
with the life of Bhikkhunis who had attained to the dufferent
states of perfection in the rehigious practices (5)
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Vajird Sutta—This sutta 1s important from the philoso-
phical pont of view Bhikkhuni Vajird expounds the philo-
sophy of substancelessness m the famous stanza—

“As the ‘Chariot’ 15 known depending on the defferent
parts of 1t, so a ‘being’ 1s known depending on the five
aggregates ’ (5 10 10)

In the Milindapafiha this very stanza has been cited
by Bhikkhu NZgasena in expounding the principle of Anatta
to the king Milinda

Kokilika Sutta—The Sutta reveals that in the Sangha
there existed an element that was mtolerent to the emnence
of the chief disciples—Sariputta and Moggallana This
gives tne story of Bhikkhu Kokalika who, even in the face of
Buddha’s repeated disapproval, did not desist from reviling
and blaming the two Arahants (6 7 10)

Vangisa Samyutta—It contains Suttas that give mstances
exhibitting the poetic genius of a Bhikkhu called Vangisa (8)

Yakkha Samyutta—The Suttas of this Samvutta make
ieference to various spirituous beings approaching the Buddha
for putting some querries or listening to his sermons (10)

2 NIDANAVAGGA

This Vagga deals with the mmportant Buddhist prciple
of Dependent Origination, Patwcasamuppida, explaming the
cycle of birth and death of a bemng m a cham of twelve links,
called the Nidanas

The central pomt of the principle 1s—due to 1gnorance,
a being takes the things of the world as steady, substantial
and pleasurable He gets an attachment for them and runs
after them domng all sorts of good and bad actions The
accumulation of the impressions of these develop a particular
temperament and inchnations m his personality The last
moment of consiousness of the bemg mn this Iife 15, so to say,
a resultant of such impressions accumulated throughout his
hfe This moment 1s succeeded by the first moment of cons-
clousness of his next hfe m the womb of the mother
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Simultaneously with this moment there arises the first
seed as 1ts basis, which, 1n due course, attaints to maturity,
with the different sense-faculties The senses come 1n contact
with the objects, giving rise to feelings — pleasurable or
pamnful or neutral Feelings beget desire, attachment, and
craving And, again, the being, urged by the cravings, run
after the things of the world, doing all sorts of actions, good or
bad 'Thus, the cycle goes on

When one 1s able to dispell ignorance by the realisation

of the true nature of existence, all of his desire for 1t comes to
an end

He dies a death free from desire, having no cause to take
a rebirth This 1s Nibbana, a final cessation of all ills of Iife

This has been explamed 1n the following twelve links—

Ignorance begets mental formations Mental forina-
tions beget the first moment of consciousness The first moment
of consciousness begets mund and matter Mind and maitter
beget the six senses The six senses beget contact Contact
begets feelings Feelings beget desire  Desire begets craving
Craving begets Iife-activities Lafe-activities beget birth Birth
begets old age, death, grief, lamentation and all 1lls

Cessation of 1gnorance leads to the cessation of mental
formations Clessation of mental formations leads to the cessa-
tion of the first moment of consciousness Cessation of the
first moment of consciousness leads to the cessation of mund
and matter Cessation of mind and matter leads to the cessa-
tion of the six senses Clessation of the six senses leads io the
cessation of contact Cessation of contact leads to the cessa-
tion of feelings Cessation of feelings leads to the cessation of
desire  Cessation of desire leads to the cessation of craving
Cessation of craving leads to the cessation of the life-activities
Cessation of Ife-activities leads to the cessation of birth
Cessation of birth leads to the cessation of old age, death, grief,
lamentation and all 1lls

The entire Vagga 1s devoted to the exammnation of the
interaction amongst the twelve links of this chamn of Paticea-
samuppdda from different pomts of view
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Anamatagga Samyutta The Suttas of this Samyutta are
full of mspiration for renunciation They teach that a bemng
1s subjected to musertes and pamns through a hnutless mfinity
of ttme In thg Tunakattha Suita, 1t has been said—“Monks,
if a man were to collect all the leaves and twigs of Jambudvipa,
and go on throwing bits out of 1t, saying—‘this 1s my mother,
this 13 my mother’s mother, this 18 my mother’s mothers’
mother °>—then, O monks, all of 1t would be exhausted and
still the series of them would go on” In the Puggala Sutta
1t has been said—“Monks, the begmning of the world s
not known Ifthe bones of a single bemg m his different
births could have been all accumulated and preserved, it
would have been a huge heap, higher than the mountain (15)

3 KHANDHAVAGGA

According to Buddhist philosophy there 1s no existence
that 1s a pure unity, that 1s not composed of its constituent
parts 'This 1s called Anatta-doctrine or the principle of non-
existence of a substance The same principle has been apphed
to explain the personality of a bemg There 1s no factor m
a being like Atta o1 Jiva or Purusa, a pure abiding substance
A bemng 15 a composite of the aggregates of the states of body,
feelings, cognition, volition and consciousness

These aggregates are in a state of flux through and
through, and, therefore, devoid of bliss Attachment towards
them leads to bondage

The five aggregates have been compared to a burden,
and Nibbana to the getting rid of 1t It has been said in the
Bhara Sutta—

“The five aggregates are a burden 'The being 15 the
carrier of the burden The musery of the world 1s carryng
the burden It is a bliss to get rid of the burden Having
got id of this burden, he does not take another Uprooting
attachment altogether, he attamns Nibb&na, the Ultimate
(2222 24)

Anattalakkhana Sutta—This important Sutta, on subs-
tancelessness, was preached by the Buddha at Istpatana to
the five monks, the Paficavaggiya Bhikkhus (225962)
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Parileyya Sutta—This Sutta refers to the mcident of the
Buddha retirng i a lonely forest, Parileyya, for having a
peaceful tume, away from the crowded life of the Sangha
(2281 87)

Yamaka Sutta—T'his Sutta 1s important {rom the philo-
sophical point of view It explains that Nibbina 1s not a
state of annihilation The very conceptions of annihilation
and eteinity anse due to wrong view of reality (22 8592)

Vakkali Sutta—The Bhikkhu Vakkali was very anxaous
to have a view of the gracious appearance of the Buddha
The Buddha, however, chided him for it and said—“What
1s the use of having a view of this body, full of dirt and abnonuble
things® Vakkali, one who sees the Dhaima does really see
me, one who sees me does really see the Dharma ” Then,
the Buddha preached to him on the substanceless and flux
nature of all the five aggregates (228794)

4 SALAYATANAVAGGA

The subject matter, the principles, and the style of
the Vagga are very much simlar to those of the previous
one Here, one Riipa-khandha has been split up into
eleven Ayatanas—Cakkhayatana, Ripaystana, Sotdyatana,
Saddayalana, Ghanadyatana, Gandhiyatana, Jivhayatana,
Rasdyatana, Kiyayatana, Photthabbayatana, Manéyatana and
Dhammayatana

Vififiinakkhandha has been represented as Manayatana
And, the remaining three Khandhas have been contained in
the Dhammayatana

In the present Vagga, 1t 1s not the philosophical principle
underlying the analysis that has been stressed upon, but it
aims at only teaching that these are transitory and void, and
one must not seek consolation m them

The Suttas that deserve attention are the following —

Gilina Sutta—A certain Bhikkhu was 1l The Buddha
himself went to his bed and preached the Dhamma to him
(357475 & 3575 76)
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Palokadhamma Suatta—The things of the world have
been compared to the weeds floating on the surface of the river
As the weeds cannot save a man from being carried away
with the stream, so the things of the world are no consolation
for a man (3584 85)

Channa Sutta—Bhikkhu Channa had commtted suicide
The Buddha and Sanputta examined over the deswrability
of it (3587 88)

Rihulovida Sutta—The Buddha took Rihula with him,
entered the forcst called the Andhavana, and preached on
the void naturc of the six bases Rahula dispelled his igno-
rance and attained Arahatahood (35121 123)

Bhiradvija Sutta—The Sutta teaches how one can over-
come the difficulties that one 1s expected to face 1 leading the
holy Iife as a Bhikkhu (35 127130)

Lohicca Sutta—Some Brihmana boys were behaving
roudily i the face of the Venerable Mahikityiyana He
preached to them what are the characteistics of a true
Brahmana They reported 1t to their teacher Lohicca, who
also came to the Buddha, histened to his sermon and took refuge
n the Triple Gem (35 132 135)

Udéyi Sutta—The Sutta expounds that both body and
mind are anafta, m as much as there 1s no unchanging perma-
nent factor m them (35234239)

Kummopama Sutta—As the tortosse collects all its
limbs within the shell and s fearless, so the Yogi collects all
his senses withmn himself and 15 free from evils (35240 245)

Yavakalip: Sutta—The Sutta refers to the quarrel bet-
ween the gods and the demons The gods were victorious over
the demons Vepacitty, the king of the demons, was arrested
and brought before Sakka, the king of the gods (35248 254)

Mitugima Sutta—Woman 1s not dear to a man for the
following five reasons—if she 1s not beautiful, if she 1s not

rich, 1f she has a bad conduct, if she 1s 1dle, and 1f she 15
barren (371 1)
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Visarada Sutta—These are the five pomts of strength

of a woman—beauty, riches, relatives, son and goodness
(3725 25)

Mahakapitihdriya Sutta—The Sulth refers to the
yogic muracles of Bhikkhu Mahaka Tt was sultry  The
Elders were going on the way with difficulty At that time, a
muracle was performed by the Bhikkhu Mahaka, the youngest
of all The sky got covered with cloud, 1t began to drizle,
and there blew a breeze, cool and refreshing

Another story of his Yogic powers 1s narraied An
Upasaka was asked to spread a piece of cloth in the yard and
collect some dry grass on 1t Bhikkhu Mahaka, from within
the closed room, 1ssued forth a jet of fire through the key-hole,
which burned the grass to every blade of 1t, but left the cloth
quite safe (414 4)

Pataliya Sutta—The Sutta provides a statement and
critical analysis of the different contemporary views existing
1 the religious and philosophical life of the country (4213 13)

5 MAHAVAGGA

This Vagga consists of altogether 12 Samyuttas devoted
to the sigmificant principles of Buddhist religion, philosophy
and culture The followmng 1s a bnef ntroductory to some
of the Suttas of these—

Aviyja Sutta—There are two paths—right and wrong
Knowledge leads one to follow the former and ignorance to
the latter (4511)

Janussoni Brihmana Sutta—The Brahmana had a
very beautiful chariot 'The people exclaimed—“This 1s, as
if, Brahma-yana (divine vehicle) 1tself

The Buddha preached that the Noble Eight-fold Path
1s the real Brahma~yana, or the Dharma-yana or the Excellent
Victory He said—“Faith, wisdom and righteousness are
always yoked 1n 1t, Shame from evil 1s the axel, mind 15 the
rens, and allertness 1s the driver
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Good conduct 1s 1ts adornment, meditation is the hub,
Energy 1s the wheels, and concentration is the rim,
Reflection on transitoriness 1s the hood

Love, good will and justice are 1ts weapons
Forbearante 1s the armour for protection

The brave ride this chariot and cross over,

This 15 thewr great victory (454 4)

Bala Sutta—As the earth 1s the basis ofall of our acti-
vities, so good conduct 1s the basis of the fulfilment of the
Eight-fold Noble Path (45 149 151)

Akisa Sutta—The Noble Eight—fold Path has been com-
pated to the wide free sky As all sorts of wind blow 1 the
sky so the high qualities — the four ways of mundfulness,
the fom 1glt efforts the five faculties, the seven factors
conducive to enligl tenment ~ attamn perfection in the Path
(45155 157)

Gilina Sutta—At that ime Venerable Mah3 Kassapa
was lying 1ll i the Pippali cave at Rijagaha The Buddha
approached his bed humself and preached on the efficacy of
the seven factors conducive to enlghtenment It had, as if

1t were, a magical effect on hum  He got well and stood up
from the bed (46 14 14 & 46 15 16)

Aggr Sutta—One should not practise the factor of tran-
quility, concentration and equanimuty while the mund 1s
sinking within, because, these will not help m ramsing 1t up
It 1s better to practise the followmg factors at that time—
quest after truth, energy and thrill 'These will help mn rasing
the mind up

On the other hand, while the mind 15 stirred up, one
should avoid the practice of the second set of factors and
devote himself to the practice of the first, for the same reasons
(46 53 56)

Ambapili Sutta—The Buddha gave a sermon on the
four ways of mundfulness—“Monks, this 1s but the single
path for the punfication of bemngs, to cross grief and lamenta-
tion, to put an end to pam and musery, for the attamnment of
Nibbana, namely, the four ways of mindfulness—pertamning
to the states of body, feelings, mind and Dhamma * (4711)
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Cunda Sutta—This Sutta refers to the demuse of the
Venerable Sariputta His relics were brought before the
Buddha by the novice Cunda, who waited upon him while
he lay seriously 1ll in the village Nalaka The Buddha com-
pared this loss of the Sangha to the falling down of the biggest
branch of a rich banyan tree (47 13 15)

Indriya Samyutta— The Suttas of this samyutta deal
with the five faculties, the Paficindrya, namely—faith, energy,
mindfulness, concentration and wisdom (48)

Moggallina Sutta The Sutta refers to a muracle per-
formed by the Venerable Moggallana, of shaking the grand
mansion of Migiramatd with a shght pressure of his toe
(511414)

Ayogula Sutta—The Buddha told Ananda that he could
reach up even to the abode of the Brahma with his physical
body As an won-ball, put i fire, gets ablaze, so the Yog1
1s able to get his body charged with an eneigy capable of
this performance (512222)

Dhammacakkapavattana Sutta—This 15 the same Farst
Sermon of the Buddha that occurs m the first chapter of the
Mah3svagga, the first book of the Vinaya Prtaka, i which he
has preached on the Four Noble Truths and Eaght-fold Noble
Path to the first five disciples, called the Paficavaggiya
(5611 11)

3. The Present Volume A Comparision

Sagatha Vagga, m particular, the first volume of this
book, commands the greatest mterest in this respect, both
from the pomt of view of subject matter and the way of treat-
ment, dealing with the subtle problems of rebigion and philo-
sophy, presented i a poetic dialogue style This remunds us
at once of the parallel pieces occuring i the Iiteratures of other
co-existing cultural traditions

In the Vuithy Sutta we havel —

Q What 1s the best of those that grow ?
) What 1s the best of those that fall ?

1 P39
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What 1s the best of those that move ?
What 1s the best those that speak ?

Seeds are the best of those that grow
Rawns are the best of those that fall
Cows are the best of those that move
Sons are the best of those that speak

In the Vanaparva of the Mahabhdrata, we have the
parallel dialogue between the Yaksa and Yudhisthiral—

Q

What 1s the best of those that come down ?
What 15 the best of those that fall ?
What 15 the best of those that stand ?
What 1s the best of those that speak °
Rains are the best of those that come down
Seeds are the best of those that fall
Cows are the best of those that stand
Sons are the best of those that speak

In the M:itta Sutta we haver—

Q

What 13 a friend in the journey ?
What 1s a friend mm the house ?
What 15 a friend mm need ?

What 15 a friend in a life heieafter ?
Weapon 15 a friend m a journey
Mother 15 a friend 1 the house

A comrade 15 a friend in need

One’s merits are friend 1n a life hereafter

The parallel passage mn the Mahabharata 15—
Q What 15 a friend while away ?

1 Mahibharata,

What 15 a friend while at home ?
What 15 a friend while ill ?

What 15 a friend while passing away ?
Knowledge 1s a friend while away

Wife 5 a friend while at home

Physician 15 a friend while 1ll

Gafts given by one 15 a friend while passing away

Van Adhyaya 268/42,43 2 P 35

3 Mahabharata, Van Adhyiya 268/49, 50
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Kindada Sutia, Anna Suita and Seri Sutta teach that the
gift of food 1s highly meritorious The same has been done
i the AnuSdsan Parva* of the Mahabharata

In the Dukkara Sutta® we have—“As the tortuise collects
all 1ts limbs in the skull, so the Bhikkhu collects all of his
thoughts within himself Being free, harmless and peaceful, he
speaks 11l of none

The same simile has been given in the Gita to illustrate
the teaching®—*“The wisdom of the yogi gets established when
he 1s able to collect all his senses from the enjoyments of the
world, as does the tortoise its limbs within ats skull

In the Indaka Sutta%, there 1s a description of the different
stages of the embroy 1 the process of development The stages
are—Kalala, Abbuda, Pesi and Ghana The same description
1s found 1n the Bhdgavai5, where the stages have been called
as—Kalala, Budbuda, Karkandhu, and Pesanda

4 The Present Edition

The present edition has been prepared on the basis of the
followmng Versions of the text —Burmese, Chattha-sangdyana
Publication, 1954, Sinhalese, edited by Bhikkhu Bhandaramulle
Amarasiha Mahathera, 1926, Siamese Mahamakuta Govern-
ment Publication, 1926, and Roman—edited by M Leon Feer
(P T S 1880)

For preparing our MSS, we have adopted the Chattha-
sangdyana edition as our basic text, an edition that has been
brought out by the efforts and sanction of an international
Sangha constitutng of the zealous holders of the orthodox
Theravida tradition  As the Suttas of the book are too small
to necissitate the msertion of headings and sub-headmgs, we
have printed their names themselves 1 16pt, Black, serally

numbered

1 Mahabharat, Adhyaya 112/10
2 P9

3 Gita, 2/58

4 P 207

5 Bhagavat, 3/31/2,3
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(@) Selectron of readings

In selecting a reading for our text out of the variants
available, philological consideration, no doubt, has been the
chief consideratson, but, at the same time, we have not lost
sight of the importance of the historical usage When
different forms are both grammatically correct and current
1 use, we have put one 1n the text and mentioned the other
m the foot-notes In such cases, selection of one form does
not mean the rejection of others

(b) Punctuation marks

Ongmally, no punctuation marks were used in Pah,
except perhaps, one for full-stop The Siamese edition has
followed the same tradition But, as the syntax of Pali 1s,
at times, so very difficult and complicated, the use of the modern
marks of punctuation 1s decidedly advantageous m making
out the meanmg explicit and in bringing out clearly the
mterconnections between the different constituent clauses and
phrases, which, 1 their absence, would have remaimed obscure,
ifnot nusleading  'We have, therefore, used all the the modern
marks freely, not in a mechanically rigid manner, but, only
with a view to facilitating the correct understanding of the

sentences And 1n this, we have tried to be systematic and
consistent

The followmng marks have been used—full-stop of
Devandgari (1) Comma (,), colon (), Semicolon(,), note
of interrogation (?), note of mterjection ('), hyphen (-),
dash (—), doublenverted commas (*“*’}, and single inverted
commas (“’)

(¢) Abbreviatrons

In the foot-note, the abbreviation ¥o stands for the
Roman edition, ¥te for the Sinhalese edition, @o for the
Siamese edition and @o for the Burmese edition

In the margin, the abbreviation ‘R’ stands for the Roman,
and ‘B’ for the Burmese editions  They mdicate that the page
number put by its side begmns from that line Reference to
the page numbers of the Roman edition will facilitate the use
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of the P T S Pili English Dictionary, as well as other modern
publications 1n or on Paliin which references are made to the
books of the Roman edition

(d)y Corner references

On odd pages of the book, the corner numbers refer to
the Samyutta, Sutta and paragraph occuring at the end of
the page, and, on even pages they refer to those occuring at
the biginning of the page

(e) Spelling

About the mode of our spelling, it 13 necessary to note
that we have generally treated the indeclinable particles va, fu
and # as mdependent words, as the mitial vowels of eva, apn
and u#2 are very often dropped in Pah

The Parasavarna combination has essentially been
made when occuring m the same word, as—Sangha, Kichs,
Pafica etc At other places, this combmation has been gene-
rally avoided as—evam p1, Kammam t1 etc But, to show that,
the other forms are also grammatically vahd, we have, on
occasions, used this form also—evampr, Kammant: etc

Some western editors have accepted the same method
of speling, but, in cases where ‘%2’ 15 preceded by 4’ or ‘o2’ by
‘@’ they have applied the Sanskritrule of sandhi—akah savarne
dirghah, and have spelt the indeclinable paiticles together
with the preceding words, as, desesitt and fassgpr  But, m
such cases also, we have spelt them separately as desesi 2 and
tassé pr  The lengthening of the preceding vowels before #
and pr may well be explamed by the rule—Byamane
digharassa (Moggallana 1 33), which allows lengthening of
a short vowel, if 1t precedes a consonant, as in—muns+
care=muni care Khanti+paramam=Khanti paramam, Gotama +
h=Gotama t, Hotv+tr=Hoti &1

% % %* ¥ * %
The MSS of all the volumes of the book have been

edited by Venerable D Sasanasin Mahathera, Principal,
Mahabodh1i International Pali Instituie, Sarnath
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Our learned Editor, Shri Birbal Sharma, M A, has
made the final revision of the Press Copy and has wigilently
superviscd the work of printing

Varanasi Bhikkhu J Kashyap
7959
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THE PALI ALPHABET IN

DEVANAGARI AND ROMANCHARACTERS

F ka
T Cca
Z ta
d ta
7 pa
T ya

CONSONANTS WITH VOWEL «A»

g kha
g cha
3 tha
g tha
% pha
X ra

VOWELS

A |

T ga
T ja
g da
T da
g ba
7 la
g ha

& u

g gha
#, W jha
g dha
¥ dha
¥ bha
9 va

# la

T e

T na
& fia
T na
T na
¥ ma
g sa

I am



VOWELLS IN COMBINATION

wka #ki ki ki Fku ki Fke ko
g kha w@rkba faekhi & khi § khu § khii @ khe & kho

CONJUNCT—CONSONANTS

75 kka =9 fica g dva = mba
& kkha =3 ficha &7 dhva 1 mbha
7 kya =9 iija &5 dhva M mma
& kri =51, =% fijha 7 nta ¥ mya
=7 kla Zz g tta wq ntva ¥ mha
7 kva z3, g ttha = ntha W yya
&7 khya g gsdda = nda % yha
& khva §, s ddha 7= ndra @ lla
T gga " nta #1 ndha & lya
7 ggha vz ntha T nna g lha
o gya ve nda T nya 5g vha
7 gra W nna ¥g nha & sta
¥ nka % nha ™ ppa o stra
§ nkha T tta “% ppha & sna
¥, &1 naa & ttha < pya & sya
g ngha @ tva < pla & ssa
=9 cca & tya 55 bba W sma
=g ccha T tra 1 bbha @ sva
S Jja g, gz dda = bya & hma
&, 9% jjha g ddha ¥ bra g hva
=57 fifia T dya ¥ mpa 2 lha
=g fiha g dra @ mpha

1=3, f=1, =1, _=u, =@, “=e, I=o0
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